The field of congenital heart surgery has a history that stretches over more than seven decades. When Robert Gross accomplished successful surgical closure of patent ductus arteriosus, the report was published in JAMA. When Donald Ross first used a homograft valve to treat pulmonary atresia, it was reported in Lancet. And the first surgical repair of tricuspid atresia was described by Francis Fontan in Thorax. Today there are numerous excellent journals dedicated to the various disciplines of cardiothoracic surgery, but only one journal dedicated to the specialty of congenital heart surgery.
World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery (WJPCHS) is a new peer reviewed scientific publication dedicated to the advancement and dissemination of knowledge pertaining to congenital cardiac anomalies, pediatric heart diseases in general, and surgical management in particular.
World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery will publish original reports of clinical and/or basic scientific investigations and observations relevant to the surgical and medical management of patients with congenital heart disease, as well as features such as case reports, "how to do it" articles, image reports, new technology evaluations, review articles, historical reviews, book reviews, invited editorials, correspondence, and commentary. In addition to the publication of reports of original scientific and clinical observations and investigations, WJPCHS also provides a forum for individuals and organizations interested in advancing the Mission of the World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery: "to promote the highest quality comprehensive cardiac care to all patients with pediatric and/or congenital heart disease, from the fetus to the adult, regardless of the patient's economic means, with an emphasis on excellence in education, research and community service."
Over the past eight years, WJPCHS has grown rapidly in terms of content and impact and has expanded to bimonthly publication both online and in print. Volumes 7 and 8 (2016 and 2017) contain articles from 47 countries of origin. While surgery is a major focus of WJPCHS, the multidisciplinary approach to pediatric and congenital heart disease that is the key to success in research and clinical management is well represented. Therefore, the content of WJPCHS reflects the interests and contributions of specialists in related fields. The editorial board represents all continents and includes surgeons as well as specialists in the related fields of cardiology, critical care medicine, anesthesiology, nursing, clinical perfusion technology, and related science. The board is committed to a peerreview process that is rigorous, timely, and supportive of authors from all countries.
With the publication of issue 1 of volume 9, The World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery welcomes the Congenital Heart Surgeons' Society and the European Congenital Heart Surgeons Association to the World Journal. We are delighted and proud to announce that both have chosen to designate WJPCHS as the official journal of their respective organizations. The CHSS and ECHSA represent the face and the voice of congenital heart surgery in North America (United States and Canada) and in Europe, respectively. Each organization has advanced the science of surgical management of congenital heart disease through multicenter outcomes analyses, many of which have strongly and positively influenced the care of patients around the world. In expressing a warm welcome to CHSS and ECHSA, the World Society enthusiastically commits to the continued development of WJPCHS as a platform that will serve the mission of all three professional organizations.
